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At the heart of the Pushkin Square is a glass ‘jewel’ box, a rare opportunity that exists at 
The Pushkinsky Jewel to produce both collective synergy and individual identity, enhanc-
ing the potential for collaboration while retaining the unique signatures of the Walk-around 
Gallery and the cinema. The building envelope can be materialized as a functional, beautiful 
weather barrier that simultaneously welcomes, shelters, and displays the cinema within. 
Yielding an environmentally-protected public space, this architectural strategy also serves 
to create a coherent urban identity for the Pushkinsky Cinema that can accommodate any 
of the viable institutional mixes identified by our study. 
Having maximized the building’s footprint, but without additional site development cost, the 
maximum amount of the cinema’s budget can be earned from the credible public 
commerce space in the form of an interior Walk-around Gallery, giving Moscow citizens 
and patrons uninterrupted panoramic views of the landmark square. 
Clad in DuPont™ SentryGlas® structural interlayer glass, The Pushkinsky Jewel reflects 
the surrounding period buildings and the landmark square, while further reducing thermal 
loads and interior glare, optimal for the flexibility of cinematic production and visitor experi-
ence. During day and night, the glass facade shifts with the dynamic swings in weather, 
creating a jewel-like object that reflects the Pushkin Square.
By avoiding convention and searching for responses specific to the demands of the 
Pushkinsky Cinema, an unexpected and iconic building emerges that is the embodiment 
of performance, form and function, a testament to the legend of Alexander Pushkin.

Creation of commerce business would position the cinematic program—both cultural and commercial—at 
profit-making balcony level and the cinema. This strategy at The Pushkinsky Jewel would increase any 
ground-level public traffic and position the Pushkin Square and cinema patrons  implausibly close to each 
other with everyday activities. The Pushkinsky Jewel overcomes this conundrum by marrying culture and 
commerce together without compromising the cinema’s original usage and performance. 

Stretching the cinema’s footprint to fit the Walk-around Gallery within the cinema platform maximizes 
flexibility and continuity of patron experience. Further, skylights provide natural light to the Walk-around 
Gallery, reducing the Pushkinsky Cinema’s highest energy demand: perimeter balcony lighting. The 
resulting shape is a combination of maximized horizontal surface area for solar and rainwater collection, 
optimized sun response, and maximized daylight penetration into the Walk-around Gallery. In summer, the 
shape is self-shading yet provides reflected light deep into the building. In winter, low sun angles allow 
sunlight to penetrate directly into The Pushkinsky Jewel.
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The Pushkinsky Cinema development plan provides a strong, 
simple architectural design that extends the axis of Tverskaya 
Street and the Boulevard Ring and connects the cinema with 
the buoyant urban fabric, physically and visually.
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The Pushkinsky Jewel’s 
grand Walk-around Gallery 

directly links the cinema to the 
landmark square urban fabric, 
allowing the city of Moscow to 

inscribe its visions.

The Pushkinsky Jewel rethinks conventional attitudes towards 
cinema development. It begins with a vision to construct a 
contemporary cultural institute and concludes with a 
commerce business pro forma that supports this commitment. 
Culture is placed physically and spiritually at The Pushkinsky 
Cinema. The collision of cultural and commerce uses within the 
cinema (cinema, gallery, bar, education spaces, 
restaurant/cafe) provides fruitful opportunity to question the 
typology of a contemporary movie theatre. The Pushkinsky 
Jewel advances several issues facing movie theatres, including 
flexibility, synergy between culture and commerce, and proces-
sion.
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